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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Statement of the Problem 
Pu.rpose .Q! the stud.Y.--A great deal of controversy over the 
advantages and disadvantages of television in the lives of school 
children bas arisen. The purpose of tbis survey is to obtain the 
opinions of pupils, parents, and teachers concerning the nature, 
extent, and impact of television viewing on the educational and 
social activities and achievement of a selected group of junior 
high school pupils. Specifically, the survey proposes to deter-
mine: 
1. The programs which children like and dislike. 
2. How, if possible, television can be used construe-
tively as a teaching role. 
3· The difference, if any, in selections of television 
programs made by boys and girls. 
ZJ.. Whether or not television has resulted in a change 
of other leisure time activities such a s: going to 
the movies, reading. listening to the radio, etc. 
5. Whether or not teachers think television programs are 
hindering or aiding in the educational process. 
--~ 
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6. What is the parentd understanding of television 
in relationship to their child's school, home, and 
social adjustment. 
Scope of the stud:v:.--This study embraces the results obtained 
from a questionnaire given to )14 pupils, in grades seven, eight, 
and nine, of t'ttO parochial juhior high schools in an industrial 
city, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. It includes children from homes in 
the low income, middle income, and upper income groups. The intelli-
gence of the group ranges from lo;'l borderline eases to high I .Q.' s 
of 1:30 and over (California Mental Maturity I. Q. Test). The 
answers to the questionnaire were tabulated according to sex in 
order to determine the similarities or differences in responses 
made by boys and girls. 
The cooperation of 16 teachers 'ttas elicited in making this 
junior high school survey. It is felt that the teachers who 
participated in the survey are representative of a cross section 
of the parochial junior high school teachers in the city of 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 
The parents of the children who participated in the surv~ 
also filled out questionnaires. 
2. Justification of the Inquiry 
Growth of television.--As a result of the tecr~logical progress 
in communication, television has grown to a place of importance in 
the social and economic life in America. The rapid growth of the 
-===-------
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medium of television is reflected in the increase of sets within 
the last five years from 10,000 sets on January 1, 1946, to 
3,950,000 sets on January 1, 1950.lf These sets were not only. in-
stalled in places of amusement but the majority were installed in 
private homes. i'/'ith such an increase in the use of television, 
there can be no doubt of the impact and importance on the lives of 
families. 
The significance of television prompted the authorities of 
the Burdick Junior High School to conduct a survey in " ( 1) To deter-
mine the part television is playing in the lives of school children, 
and (2) to explore the weys in which television ultimately mey be 
used constructively in the field of education."gj 
Secondary schools are using more and more new techniques such as 
the Audio-Visual Aiqs program aiming to help school children to 
improve their physical, social, and emotional adjustment as well as 
their intellectual growth. 
The Guidance Department of the Pawtucket Schools provides 
guidance and personnel service for students, teachers, and parents 
alike. With the advent of television ma~r inq~iries have been made 
by both parents and teachers who wanted to know how television was 
iJwqne .· 011 ver, The Providence Sun~ Journal, Sundey, February 4, 
1951. 
g/Burdick Junior High School Survey, Stamford, Connecti~t. 1950. 
3 
helping or deterring their children's academic work and leisure time 
activities. This study, therefore, is concerned with television and 
its related :problems. 
Related research.--Although there have been studies made to 
determine the viewing habits of junior high school students in several 
cities, there has been no research reported on the opinions of pupils 
and their :parents, and teachers regarding the impact of television on 
pupils' activities and achievement. 
4 
CHAPTER II 
PROCEDURE INVOLVED IN THE STUDY 
1. Approach to the Problem 
Nature and importance of television.--Many inventions as the 
automobile, the radio, the telephone, and, most recently, television, 
have bad an impact on the cultural, social, vocational, and educa-
tional development of America. As Clark says in Part: 
11 0ne generation saw the capital of the entertain-
ment and fashion world move from Paris to Hollywood 
and the rise of the kingdom of movie stars. The next 
generation bas seen more thanDLnety three per cent 
of our homes develop a magnetic new focus of interest, 
the radio. 
Today the magic lantern of invent ion has presented 
us with a new genii, and for better or for worse, we 
are in the age of tele•Tision. In spite of costs now 
ranging on an average from one lmndred to more tha:n a 
thousand dollars, the television set will likely be a 
common furniture piece in the majority of homes within 
a few years. 
In homes where video bas come, the shows which 
consist of on-the-spot current events or sports phe-
nomena or sort-of-moving-picture-like dramatizations, 
form a n~~ social focal point for families and their 
guests. 111/ 
That television has probably revolutionized certain aspects of 
living as well as learning and recreation is apparent to all those 
who have witnessed this new medium of communications. Although 
i/nerbert A. Clark, "Television is Moving in on Us, 11 Clearipg 1?9use. 
January, 1950), 24:259-26). , . 
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television is in its infancy, its presence is keenly felt in cities 
and urban districts, but less so in ru1•al districts where one is unable 
to pick up the video waves. 
Since the related problems of television were studied in order 
ta evaluate the part television was playing in the lives of the 
Pawtucket j~ior high school cJc ildren, a survey was devised to 
gather the material. In order ·to collate certain pertinent data 
and information, the .. questionnaire method was used ~ questionnaires 
were sent to pupils, their parents, and their teachers, .'- A triaJ. ques-
tionnaire for the teacher, pupil, and parent~ firs~ ' formnlated. 
The purpose of the trial questionnaire was to determine its validity. 
2. Preparation and Administration 
Preparation of teacher guestionnaire ..... -Prior to the formulation 
of the trial questionnaire, the writer interviewed 42 teachers and 
their principals in order to discuss with them various aspects of 
television as it related tQ their pupils. Following these discus-
sions the trial q~+estionnaire was formula ted. This trial question-
naire was administered to 10 teachers \ofho found it suf'ficient~y . 
-comprehensive to be used as the final questionnaire. 
-~ecifiQ format of teacher guest ionnaire.--The teachers' 
questionnaire, as well a s the parents', was focused on the chil.d. 
Elements in the teacher questionnaire dealt with the effect of 
television on the child's behavior in school, if any, presence or 
absence of fatigue due to watching television, and whether or not 
school grades were affected favorably or unfavorably. One question 
asked the teacher if she ever used a television program as a basis 
for homework assignments. A copy for the teacher questionnaire is 
included in Appendix A. 
Preparation of parent guestionnaire.--The parent questionnaire 
is a revision of one previously administered in another city.!/ How-
ever, certain questions were omitted, while others were added be-
cause the scope of this study differed. Fifty parents were asked 
I 
to fill out the trial questionnaire. A letter of instruction was 
also enclosed to the parent with each questionnaire. As a result 
of t his, both the questionnaire and the letter of instruction 
proved to be adequate and the final questionnaire remained essentially 
the same as the original. 
Specific format of parent guestionnaire.--The parent was asked 
to check his child's grade in the appropriate space and to list the 
number of other children in the family who go to the same junior 
high school. If there were more than one junior high school child 
in the family, the parent was requested to complete a questionnaire 
for each child. In this way, the television habits of all the 
children in a family could be seen. Other questions included time 
spend in watching television, effect on homework, reading, leisure 
i/:surdick Junior High School Survey, .QP.• cit., p. 2. 
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time activities, programs that aid in child's school work, and if 
television has created or accentuated various kinds of personal 
problems. At the end of the questionnaire the parent was asked to 
comment on the advantages and disadvantages of television. In this 
wey, a fuller understanding of the parent's thinking about tele-
vision and its effect on the child's educational life could be 
determined. A copy of the final parent questionnaire is included 
in Appendix B. A letter of instructions was sent with the ques-
tionnaire explaining the purpose of the study and again emphasizing 
the r equest to fill out a questionnaire for each child in the junior 
high school. A copy of the letter of instructions and purpose of 
the questionnaire Ina¥ be found in Appendix C. 
Preparation of pupil questionnaire.--Following the parent 
questionnaire, the questions for the child were formulated from 
t his, since in its final analysis, the writer wanted to know the 
effect of television on the c~~ld. The final revision was made on 
the basis of the actual test of 48 students at a junior high school, 
as nearly as possible, similar to the one to be studied. As a result 
of the pupil trial questionnaire, certain changes were made in the 
final questionnaire which is herein used. 
Specific format of pupil gu~stionnaire.--The questions to the 
~ . ··. ~ ' 
students included sex and grade, and since not all students ~ratched 
television one of the questions lms concerned with determining if 
-=--==-=--
they watched television at home or whether a neighboring set was 
available to them. Other quest ions on the questionnaire dealt with 
its effect on homework, reading, leisure time activities, preference 
of programs, those programs which are boring, and tbe programs which 
aid them in their class work. A copy of the pupils' final ques-
tionnaire form appears in Appendix D. A copy of the instructions to 
the pupils is also included in Appendix E. 
Method of Administering.--The homeroom teachers of the pupils 
were asked to administer the questionnaire to their students. The 
completion of the questionnaire was to be part of a regular home-
room period taking about thirty minutes. Their teachers were given 
an instruction sheet with an explanation of the purpo se of the survey 
and detailed instructions. All pupils who answered the questionnaire 
were then given a questionnaire to take home for the parent to fill 
out. It was impressed upon the pupil that even though another mem-
ber of the family took a questionnaire home the writer would like the 
parent to fill out the appropriate questionnaire for each child in 
the junior high school. After the parent filled out the question-
naire, the pupils '\'rere asked to return them to school the following 
day. The teachers were to fill out their questionnaire the same 
time the pupils filled out theirs. 
··g 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF PUPIL QUESTIOltNAIRE 
1. Scope of the Chapter 
· l!!m;.act of television.--This chapter is concerned with the 
impact of television on the children who participated in the study • 
. A totaJ. of 314 pupils of grades seven, eight, and nine answered 
the questionnaire. Tbat television bas a.n important influence 
on children is recognized by t he Federal Communications Commission, 
a government agency which passes on the application for licensing 
aut!~rity of a television station. Also the American Council on 
Education, the Association of Land Grant Colleges am Universities, 
the National Education Association, and other professional organ-
izations are presentq seeking answers to questions that have arisen 
in regard to the relationship between television and education. 
The scope of this chapter deals with analysis of the problems that 
the writer felt existed in junior high school. Television not 
only presents comedy, musicals, films, and sports but certain 
educational programs as well. In vie'\'r of this, the chapter w1 11 
sho,., whether or not the child watched the programs that were in 
addition, specifically meaningful to his education, such as the 
Q.uiz Kids, John Cameron Sw~ze, Nature of Things, Zoo Parade, etc. 
I 
I 
I 
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2. Treatment of Data 
Selection of programs.--In answering the question regarding 
places where pupils watched television, Table 1 shows thctt 225 
or 71.5 per cent of the boys and girls watched television at home 
indicating that this proportion of pupils had sets in their own 
homes. 
Table 1. Where Pu.pils Observed Television 
Place of Viewing :Boys Girls Total Per Cent 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
At home •• .••••.... . .••••• . •.•.. 11.5 110 225 71..5 
At a relative's home •..••.••••• 21 22 43 14.0 
At a neighbor's home •••••.••••• 12 1.5 27 8.9 
At a fri elll!s home •. - •• •..•••..• 10 9 19 ,5.6 
At any other place ••••..••.•••• 0 0 0 o.o 
At a store displ~···········•• 0 0 0 o.o 
Other places where pupils watched television were at relative's 
home (14.0 per cent), at a neighbor's home (8.9 per cent), and at a 
friend's home (,5.6 per cent). No one mentioned that they watched 
television at a store display or at any other place. A majority of 
boys and girls indicated they watched television at home • 
.Al thouth it appears that question two, 11 Wha.t different channels 
do you watch!" is of no significant value to this study, it does 
give an indication of the greater variety of programs some have in 
watching television programs. Ohaine.1 · 11 was watched by the greatest 
====== -=------=-- --===-
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number. Since this is a local station, all of the pupils answered 
that they watched this channel. Next in order of viewing was 
channel 4 with a total of 16.5, and finally channel 7 with 100. These 
numbers are higher than the number sharing in the study since many of 
the viewers watch all three stations. 
Table 2 summarizes the results of selectee of programs for 
individual boys and girls and boys and girls combined. 
Table 2. Selectee of Programs Viewed by Pupils 
Selectee :Boys Girls Total Per Cent 
-(1) (2) (3) (4) (.5) 
Your parent •....••.•••••..• 74 82 1.56 49.6 
You •. ............ · .. · · · · · · • · .58 43 101 32.2 
Your neighbor ••.... . ... . ••• 26 29 5.5 17.6 
Your brother or sister ••• • • 0 2 2 0.6 
In answering, 11Who selects the majority of programs which you 
see?" 1.56 or over one-half of the pupi ls say their parents select 
the programs they watch. Table 2 shOws that parents' choice of pro-
gram is made somewbat more often for girls (52 per cent) than for 
boys (46.9 per cent). Further study of the table shows in detail 
the number of programs selected for the pupils. In rank order, 
the parents, then pupils themselves, neighbors, and brothers and 
sisters select the programs. Similarly, the programs selected for 
boys and girls individually, is the same as the overall picture. 
'' 
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Motivation of interest.--In answer to the question, "Do you 
think television has increased your interest in events outside of 
home and schooli 11 115 or 36.7 per cent of the girls answered in . 
the affirmative while 113 or 36 per cent of the boys did the same. 
Television can become a strong motivational force in career planning 
by young people since the results from the question, "Has television 
given you any new ideas about kinds of work in which you might wi sh 
to become employed later? 11 both boys (32.2 per cent) and girls 
(28.4 per cent) have received new ideas. 
Homework preparation.--The scheduling of homework by pupils 
can be seen in Table 3· 
Table 3· Effect of Televi sion on the Scheduling of 
Homework 
Scheduling of Homework :Boys Girls Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
:Before watching television •• 127 137 264 
:Between television shows •••• 10 13 23 
After watching television 12 4 16 
:Before going to school •• . .•• 9 2 11 
Per Cent 
( s) 
81.1-.1 
7·3 ).1 
3-.5 
Table 3 shows that about eight out of 10 boys and girls (84.1 
per cent) did their homework before watching television with practi-
cally no notable difference in the schedules of boys and girls. Three 
times as many boys as girls reported that they did their homework 
-~--=----- -
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after watching television. Approximately five times as Ill8llY boys 
as girls did their homework before going to school. Indications are 
that the majority of students who watch television do their home-
work first. 
Effect of television on radio.--Table 4 shows the results to 
the qaestion, "Since watching television do you listen to the radio, 
more than before, about the same, much less, or hardly ever7 11 
Table 4. Effect of Television on Radio Listening 
Listening Time :Boys Girls Total Per Cent 
(1) ( i) ., b) (4) (s) 
Hardly ever •...•.........• 6.5 48 113 36.1 
About the sa,me • ••.••••.••• 37 69 106 33·7 
Much less •..•..•...••..••• 46 32 78 24.8 
More than before ••.......• 10 7 17 5.4 
Somewhat more tl'l..an a third of the pupils (36.2 per cent) 
reported that they hardly ever listen to the radio since viewing 
television. Approximately one-fourth of the boys (23.7 per cent) 
and 44.1 per cent of the girls answered, "about the sa.me. 11 Indica-
tiona are that girls continue to follow· their regular programs more 
than boys. 
Effect of television on leisure time activities.--Table 5 
indicates the various leisure time activities about which pupils 
were questioned. 
14 
J . 
Table 5· Time Spent in Leisure Time Activities Since 
Viewing Television 
!oys Girls Total 
Activity aDd Time Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per 
Allotted to it ber Cent ber Cent ber Cent 
(1) {2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (?) 
Outdoor activity 
More 40 25.2 11 ?.4 51 16.3 
Less 14 8.9 17 10.8 31 9·9 
Same 104 65.9 128 31.8 232 73.8 
Going to the movies 
More 10 6.3 8 5.1 18 5-7 
Less 82 52.0 64 41.1 146 46.5 
Same 66 41.7 84 53.8 150 4?.8 
Sports attendance 
More 48 30.3 18 11.5 66 21.1 
Less 17 10.8 30 19.2 47 14.9 
Same 93 .58.9 108 f:/1.) 201 64.0 
Church activities 
More 16 10~1 16 10.3 32 10.2 
Less 9 5·7 6 3-8 1.5 4.? 
Same 133 84.2 134 85.9 267 85.1 
Scout activities 
More 14 8.8 9 5·7 23 7·3 
Less 36 22.8 23 14.8 59 18.9 
Same 108 68.4 124 ?9.5 232 73.8 
YM or YW activities 
More 11 6.9 9 5-7 20 6.3 
Less 43 27.2 30 19.2 73 23.3 
Same 104 65.9 117 7.5.1 221 70.4 
Da.nc1Dg 
~re 16 10.1 17 10.8 33 10.5 
Less 43 27.2 18 11.5 61 19.4 
Same 99 62.7 121 77.7 220 70.1 
Extra. curricula activities 
More 23 14.5 14 8.9 37 11.8 
Less 30 18.8 17 10.8 47 14.9 
Same 105 66.7 125 80.3 230 73·3 
It was interesting to note that the total number of students 
reported as indicated in column 7 that the time spent in lei sure time 
1.5 
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since viewing television remained the same. The most notable change 
was in the amount of time spent at movies with 46.5 per cent of the 
total reporting that they went to the movies less since viewing tele-
vision . This substantiates GouJ.dl/ who reports that attendance a.t 
the theatres in the Providence, Rhode Island area. bas dropped 25 - 4o 
per cent . This he attributes to television. Approximately one-fourth 
(23.3 per cent) of the total reported t hat they spend l ess time 
participating in activities at the Y.M. and Y.W. Almost three times 
as many boys as girls reported that the,y at t ended spo~ts more since 
viewing television. It vas interesting to note the same results for 
o~~door activities with the boys again indicating that' they spent 
~5,!,? per cent compared to the 7.4 per cent spent by girls in this 
activity. No grea t difference for boys and girls was shown in the 
increased amount of time spent on other leisure time activities since 
watching television. 
Opinions regarding values of programs. - -In response to the 
question, 11 Do you think television has been an aid in helping you 
\'11 tl1 your homework?" 74 or 47 per cent of the boys and 75 or 48 
per cent of the girls agreed that it has been of help. Continuing, 
the qu.estion was asked, 11 If 1yes 1 please give some e~les of how 
programs have helped you." The following is a list of examples of 
how programs helped: 
i}Jack Gould, ~New York Times, S~. June 24, 1951. 
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11The newsreel helps with class activities." 
11 Neww commentators help by giving current events 
for citizenship. 'Dnz programs give a lot of useful 
knowledge for class wolk . 11 
0 Some civic programs have helped me to find. and. 
plan for rq future. 11 
"Sometimes you see a plq on television which you 
have studied in school and. it helps you umerstani it 
more clearly." 
11 I was in a debate and I learned many things to 
s~ by watching television. The debate was of General 
MacArthur's dismissal." 
"Getting material for oral taJl~s. 11 
11 It shOws how they do things in science whic:h bas 
helped me to understand experiments. 11 
"Scientific programs help me to know science llll.ch 
better." 
"Zoo Parad.e helps me to know animals • 11 
11 It helps by stowing how ma.n;y things are made and 
where they are exported. 11 
"They have extended my lmowledge of our country's 
natural resources and. land, and of t:OO occupations and 
p eoples of the world." 
11 :By cerrect speaking •. " 
"On the Spelling :Bee it teaches us bow to .spe~1. 11 
11Row to plq basketball the right wq • 11 
11News help with civics and some dramas help with 
English. 11 
11 Some history programs on television help you to 
understand what we read in school." 
11 0n news programs I hear and see more of what we 
have in school and it makes it clearer." 
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The pupils were then asked to give specific programs which tmy 
felt aided them in science, English, msic, shop, social studies, 
home economics, gym and mathematics. In science both boys and girls 
agreed that the following programs helped them: Zoo Parade, Dr. Roy 
K. Marshall, JGhn Cameron Sweyze, and Nature of Things; in English 
the girls named the ,auiz Kids while the boys added Spelling Bee and 
John CameNn Sw~ze; almost ell programs that ha.d a featured arches-
tra on the program was named as an aid in music; the boys ani girls 
names Here's Row and Mr. Fix-It for programs helping in shop. Both 
•,; ·-
boys and girls agreed tha t March of Time, John Cameron Swayze~ a.nd 
'iho Said That would help with social studies; for an aid in home 
e::onom:ics the bGys said Betty Crocker, ~ Notes with girls adding 
Let's Go Shopping, Alice Jackson, House Party, Shopping Views, -and 
Kate Smith. Both in gym and mathematics girls and boys agreed that 
spor~s programs for the former, and the Quiz Kids for the latter 
would aid them. 
Interference with homework.--The question,"Do you think television 
interferes with completion of your home\fork? 11 was asked. Complete 
recording of results appear in Table 6. 
Of the total response, 191 or 60 . 7 per cent of the pupils s~ 
, -· 
that television seldom or never interferes with completion of 
homework. It is significant to note that four out of 10 pupils 
(40.) per cent) reported that televisiOII. interfered with the com-
. - ' . 
pletion of their homework, "once in a while" or 11 Gften. 11 More boys 
than girls say tba.t it often interferes w1 th completion of homework. 
Table 6. Extent to Which ~elevision Interferes 
with Completion of Homework 
Time :Boys Girls Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Newr • ........•..•.•..••• 61 61 122 
Once in a while ••••..•.•• 45 46 91 
Seldom • .................• 30 39 69 
~ten •... ..............•• 22 10 32 
Per Cent 
(5) 
38.8 
29.0 
21.9 
10.3 
The general assumption is that television interferes with the 
completion of home work. Table 7 indicates the extent to which 
parents claim that television interferes with the completion of 
their childrens' homework since vieuing television. 
Table 7. Extent to Which Parents Claim Television 
Interferes with Completion of Childrens 
Homewo:rk 
Time :Boys Girls Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Never . .................• 60 75 135 
Once in a while ••••••••• 59 43 102 
Often ...... ............•• 20 23 43 
Seldom •. ..........•.•..• 19 15 34 
Per Cent 
(5) 
43.0 
32.5 
13.7 
10.8 
In answer to the question, "Have your parents ever told you that 
they believe television interferes w1 th doing your homework?" 135 or 
' 43 per cent answered, "never," 102 or J2.5 per cent answered, "once 
in a while," 43 or 13.7 per cent answered, 11 often, 11 and 34 or 10.8 
- --========- - - -
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:per cent answered 11 seldom." Indications are that television inter-
feres with homework to some extent. Three out of 10 reported "once 
in a while11 and one out of 10 reported "often" and 11 seldom. 11 
Po"'U.lar programs.-Pupils were asked to cheek in order of 
:preference, the types of programs they enjoyed most. The specific 
type of program enjoyed most, as shown in Table 8 was voted to be 
(1) come~ for both boys aDd girls, (2) sports events by the boys 
and :plays by the girls, (3) 'DJ1'Ste~shows by both boys and girls, 
(4) western films for boys and popular music fer girls, and (5) news 
programs for boys and variety shows for girls. 
Table 8. Types of Television Programs Preferred 
by Pu.pils 
Type of Program :Boys 
(1) (2) 
Comedy • •.•.• . •• • • • ••.•••..•• • • 1 
Sport events . . ...... . .... . · . .. • 2 
Mystery sbows • ..•• • ••••••••• • • 3 
Western films . ...•....... . · · . • 4 
News programs •.•... . . • . ... .... 5 
Pleys . .. . ................ · · · · . 6 
Q,.liz sbQws-giveaways •••••••••• 7 
Feature films • ...•.......... . . 8 
Popular Dllsic . ... .. ... .. ....... 9 
Variety shO'\"rs • • ••••••.•••.• • •• 10 
- · 
Girls 
(3) 
1 
9 
3 
6 
8 
2 
7 
10 
4 
5 
Tabl e 9 indicates the distribution of the 10 specific television 
programs enjoyed by boys and girls. 
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Table 9. Specific Television Programs 
Preferred by Pupils 
Name of Program :Boys Girls 
(1) (2) (1) 
Texaco Star Theater ••.• 1 l 
Martin and Lewis • ••.••• 2 2 
Sports •. . ..•...•••...•• 3 
Camel News Caravan • . •. . 4 10 
:Budweiser Show ....••••. 5 4 
Hopalong Cassidy •••..•• 6 8 
Private Eye •... . ..••••• 7 
Philco Theater •. . .. .• .• 8 5 
Kraft Theater •.•....••• 9 6 
Fireside Theater •. .. . • • 3 
Show of Shows •• . ...... • 7 
Suspense ••.. .. •.••••••• 10 _9 
It appeared, when tabulating the results to the inquiry, "Please 
list, in order of preference, .by star1 s name or name of program, 
programs which you enjoy most," that mst every program am most 
every star was named. The ten top programs or stars of programs 
may be found in Table 9. The best liked programs by both boys and 
girls is Texaco Star Theater. Second preferred by both boys and 
girls again is Martin and Lewis; third for boys, sports and girls 
Fireside Thea ter; fourth for boys Camel News Caravan, girls the 
:Budweiser Show; and fifth for the boys the :Budweiser Show and for 
the girls the Pbilco Tbeater. :Both boys and girls indicate comeey 
programs as the programs enjoyed most. Following comedy the trend 
of the girls 1 choices is toward pl9\Y's while the boys have no set 
pattern of second choice programs. 
2:f 
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Unpopular programs.--The next question asked was, "Have some types 
of :programs become boring to you?" Approximately three-fom-ths of 
the :pupils (7.3.7 :per cent of the boys and 75.1 per cent of the girl•) 
reported that some :programs -were boring to them. If the above ques-
tion was answered "yes," the :pupils were asked to list programs 
ei tber by star's name or name of the :program. 
Table 10 shows the programs t hought to be boring by both boys 
and girls, listed according to · rank order by sex. 
Table 10 . Pupils' Opini ons of :Boring 
PrograJIIs 
Name of Program :Bo;ys Girls 
(1) (2) (3) 
Arthur Godfrey ••.•.. • 1 3 
Howdy Doody ••..• • •..• 2 
Garrow~ at Large ••..• 3 2 
Holid~ Hotel •• • ...•• 4 9 
Milton :Serle ••.. . ..•• 5 5 
Henry Morgan •. . .•.• • • 6 7 
Music Hall Varieties. 7 
Broadway Open House •• 8 1 
Eeally • .. .. .... . ....... 9 4 
Kraft Theater •• . .•••• 10 
Sports . .... . .... · · · · • 6 
Leave It to the Girls 8 
Roberta ~inlan ••• • •• 10 
Table 10 shows tbat boys think (l) Arthur Godfrey has the most 
boring programs follc.med by (2) Howdy Doody, (3) Garroway at Large, 
(4) Holid~ Hotel, and (S) Milton :Serle. The girls reported (1) :Broad-
way Open House , (2) Garrow~ at Large, (3) Arthur Godfrey, (4) :Seany, 
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and (5) Milton Berle. It will be noted that both boys and girls 
indicate puppet sbo~rs as being boring at this age level. 
Time spent in reading.--For the purpose of investigating the 
extent to which reading b8.s been affected since viewiDg television 
the question was a sked, 11 To what degree has television affected 
the amount of time which you devote to r ee.ding?• Table 11 shows 
the variation of time, if' any, spent in reading. 
Table 11. Pupil Time Spent in Reading Since Viewing 
Television 
Time Spent in Reading Boys Girls Total Per Cent 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Sam.e • ................... 107 101 208 66.2 
Less •.•••• ....•.••••. • · J8 37 75 2J.9 
More • •.••.....••.....•• lJ 18 Jl 9.9 
Table 11 shows that both boys and girls, 208 or 66.2 per cent, · 
spend about the same amount of time reading since viewing television, 
75 or 23.9 per cent s~ the.y spend less time reading, while 31 or 
9.9 per cent say they do more read.iDe; since viewing television. It 
should be noted that the responses according to sex do not var,y to 
any extent with the exception that about one-sixth (1,6.1 per cent) 
mol"e girls U.18.n boys read more since viewing television. 
---
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE FINDHl'GS OF PARENT Q.UESTIONNAIRE 
1. Scope of the Chapter 
1aJ.ue of parent contribution.-- In this chapter the writer 
will attempt to show the opinion of parents regarding the effect 
of television on the child. Since there has been much discussion 
on the subject of television, parents have become deeply concerned 
about the effect it has on their child's home life, leisure time 
activities, and education. In discussion of television Taylor 
points out, "To the school and university, to industry, and agri-
culture, and to the arts and sciences, e. thousand new doors stem 
ajar."!} Educators today are faced with the task of setti~~g up a 
program which will take advantage of the elements in television which 
will contribute to a progressive type of curriculum and eliminate 
the aspects which are causing a detrimental effect on the educational 
pr~gram. When parents lend their assistance in the investigation on 
tr..is subject, they can help bridge the gap between the home and 
school, thus making television an asset to education. 
2. Treatment of Data 
Selection of programs.--Table 12 shows the parental response 
in answer to the question, 11Where does your child watch television?" 
i}Telford T~lor, "Finding a Pla.ee for Education on Television, 11 The 
New York Times, January 28, 19.51. 
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Table 12. Place of Viewing Television 
According to Parents 
Place of Viewing Number Per Cent 
(1~ (2} (3~ 
At home . .•••••••••••• 227 75~7 
At a neighbor's home. 41 13.2 
At a relative's home. 33 11.0 
At a club •.. . •..••.•• 1 0.1 
It can be seen from Table l2 that approximate~ three-fourths 
of the parents (75.7 per cent) reported that their child watched 
television at home. Other places where children spend their tim 
watching television were at a. neighbor's (13.2 per cent), at a 
relative's (11 per cent), and at a club (0.1 per cent). Indications 
are, as pointed out in Table 12, that three-quarters of tbe parents 
reported that children watch television at home, showing that this 
proportion of homes were equipped with their own television sets. 
In this study, the selectee of the programs that the child 
views must be considered. Table 13 shows the parent response in 
answer to the question, "Who selects the programs for your child?" 
It can be seen from Table 13 that approximately two out of 
every three parents ( 67.5 per cent) are controlling the TiewiDg 
habits of their children. With about one-fifth of the children 
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Table 13. Selectee of Pupil Programs 
Selectee Number Per Cent 
Cl) (2) (3) 
A parent •.••..••• 203 67.5 
The child •••••.•• 66 21.5 
Other person •..•• 26 7.8 
Brother or sister 7 J.2 
(21.5 per cent) reperting they select their own programs it is not 
known whether it is also the parents cboice. If this be the case then 
parents exercise a great influence over the children's selection of 
television programs. 
Table 14 indicates the average number of viewing hours as 
reported by parents. 
Table 14. Average Number of Viewing 
Hours for Children 
Dey Hours 
(1) C2I::: 
l.fondey through Fridq. • . • • • • . 2 .1 
Satu.r~. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2. 9 
S'und.~ • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . • • • J • 0 
In answer to the question, ''On the average. bow many hours a. 
dEcy does your child watch television?" Table 14 indicates that 
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responses of viewing time from Mondq to Friday were from one-quarter \[ 
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hour to six hours with the average number of hours being two and one-
tenth hours. The number of viewing haurs ranged from one to nine for 
Saturdey ?..nd. Sunday, respectively. The average time for viewing 
television on Saturday was two and nine-tenth hours and on Sundey the 
average viewing time \'las three hours. This wuld i:Eidicate that pupils 
view television slightly less on school deys than on week-ends. 
The tabulations of Table 15 sbows that almost three-quarters 
(73.4 per cent) of the parents do not think that their children 
watch television too much. 
Table 15. Parent Opinion of 
Children's Viewing 
Television 
Opinion Number Per Cent 
{1) (2) (1) 
No ••• • •.. • ••••• 221 73.4 
Sometimes •..••• 63 20.6 
Yes ••• • • •.•..•• 18 6.0 
Of the remaining parents , 20. 6 per cent report that their 
cldldren sometimes watch television to an excess while six per cent 
report th8.t their c~ildren do watch televi sion too much. Despite 
the fact that teachers believe that pupils in school appeax to have 
eye strain, and at times, are unable to concentrate because of 
being tired due to watching television, parents apparently are 
unaware of this condition. 
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Effect of television on types of reading.--Table 16 ahows 
parents' response to the ~estion, "Since your child began watching 
television does he devote more, less or the same amount of time to 
reading the followingt 11 The opinion was that children spem about 
the same amount of time readiDg. 
Table 16. Effect of Television on 
Reading 
Material and 
Time Allotted Number Per Cent 
to it 
(1) (2) (3) 
Magazines 
More ••.••..• 23 7.6 
Less ••••.•.• 44 14.6 
Same ••.•...• 235 77.8 
:Books 
More ••.•.. ~· ~ 22: 7-3 
Less •..•..•• 34' 11.3 
Sam •• . ...•• 246 81.4 
Newspapers 
. ' 4.; More •••••••• 13 
I.aess •••• •••• 43 14.3 
Sem.e •• •••••• 246 81.4 
Progra.ms of educationAl vaJ,ue.--The best programs from the 
stand point of their educational value, as indicated by parent 
response, are shown· in Table 17. 
Table 17 shows the response to the request, "Please name the 
programs that you thi:ck aid in your child's ..,rk in school.• The 
programs named by the parents are (1) The ~z Kids, (2) Jobn 
Cameron S~ze, (3) We the People, (4) Spelling :See, (5) Zoo 
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Parade, (6) March of Time, and (7) Nature of Things. 
Table 17. Programs Thought to be of 
an Educational Value 
Name of Program Rank Order 
The Qu.iz Kids... . ......... l 
John Cameron Sw~ze....... 2 
We The People... . • .. • • • . • • 3 
Spelling Bee.............. . 4 
Zoo Parade •••••.•••••• . •• ·• 5 
March of Time. • . • • • • • •. • • • • 6 
Nature of Things.......... 7 
Effect of television on leisure time activities.--In answer to 
the question,"Since your child began watching television does he 
devote more, less. or the same amount of time to the following 
activities?" Table 18 indicates the various leignre time activities 
about which parents were questionei. 
Table 18. Parent Opinion of Pupil Time Spent in 
Leisnre Time Activity Since Viewing 
Television 
Activity and Time 
Allotted to it 
(l) 
Hobby 
liwnber 
(2) 
More • .••••••••. ~· . . . . • • . . lj 
Less. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :34 
Sam.e ••••••••.••••... · .•• 255 
(concluded on next page) 
Per Cent 
4.3 
11.3 
84.4 
-- r 
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Table 18. (concluded) 
Activity and Time 
Allotted to it 
{1) 
Radio 
Number 
(2) 
More. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Less.. . • . • • • . • . • . • . . . • . 173 
Sam.e. . • . . • • . • . . • • . . . • . • 116 
Outdoor activity 
More. . • • • • • . • . • • • . . • . • • 34· 
Less. . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • :3::3 
Satne • .••••••••••••. ~ . . • 2.35 
Movies 
More. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • 6 
Less. . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • 122 
Same....... . . . . . . . . . . . . 174 
Sports 
More •.. ..••.•.•....• , • • 61 
Less.... . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • JO 
Same. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 211 
Clmrch activity 
More.. . • . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • 21 
Less................... 24 
Sam.e. . . . • • . • . • • • • • . • • . • 257 
Entertaining 
More.. . . . • • . . • • • • . • . . • • 24 
Less. . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . )4 
Sam.e......... . . . . . . . . . . 2~ 
Dancine; .. . 
More. . .. . . • . . • • . • . . . . . . • 16 
Less. . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . • . . :34 
Same. • . . . • . . . . . . • . • • • . • 2.52 
Other 
More •••• •..•••••••...•• 
Less • .••••.•••.. · · .. • • • 
S81DB • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
2 
0 
:3 
Per Cent 
4.3 
.57·3 
38.4 
11.3 
10.8 
77.9 
1.8 
40 • .5 
57·? 
20.1 
10.1 
69.8 
6.8 
7·9 
85.3 
7·9 
11.3 
80.8 
5·3 
11.3 
83.4 
0.6 
o.o 
0.9 
Acti 'Vi ties which were reported as remaining the same by eight 
of 10 parents were hobbies, church activities, entertaining, and 
dancing. About five out of 10 (57·3 :per cent) reported that less 
time is spent listening to the radio and four out of 10 (4o.5 per 
cent) reperted that less time was spent at the movies. Approxi-
mately one-fifth (20.1 per cent) reported more time was spent in 
sports since viewing television. Indications are that the on~ 
activities affected are those which are similar in nature to 
television. 
Problem areas.-Ma.ey parents complained about home problems 
that have arisen since the advent oft elevision. Table 19 shows the 
effect of television as a contributtng factor to such problems as 
disobeying parents, failure to begin homework without prodding, 
failure to complete homework, neglect of friends and companions, 
going to bed, neglecting home duties, being late for meals, and 
staying indoors too mllCh. The problem sb~ndng the greatest concern 
to parents was going to bed. Approximately 67 per cent of parents 
reported this as a problem often or once in a while. The second 
most pressing problem appeared to be neglect of home duties. This 
was reported by five out of 10 parents (53.4 per cent) as being a 
problem often or once in a while~ , Disobeying parents and failure to 
begin homework without prodding were reported as problems by four out 
of 10 parents. Other problems in rank order were being late for 
meals, sta:ying indoors too much, failure to complete homework, 
and neglect of friends and companions. 
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Table 19. Effect ~f TelSYision as a Contributing Factor to 
Various Problems 
Problem,and Time Allotted to it 
Disobeying parents 
Often • ...•........•....••..................... 
Once in a while • •.......••....•....••.•.•.••.• 
Never • ..•.......... · · · · · · · · • • · · • • · · · · · · • · · · • • • 
Failure to begin homework without proddin& 
Often • .....•.•........•.•••••.•••..........••• 
Once in a while ...... ..................•...••. 
Never • ..............•.....••....••.••.••.••..• 
Failure to complete homework 
Often • ...••..•.••..•...•••.....••...•......••• 
Once in a while ••••••.•.•......•••...•••.••••• 
Never •. .. ............................... • •. • • • • 
Neglect of friends and companions 
Often • •••••••.•.....•••••••••••.••••••••••.••• 
Once in a while •••••••..••••••••••••.••••••••• 
Never • ..•...•......•.•..• · · · · • · · · • • • • · · · · · • • • • 
Going to bed 
Often • .......•........•... . •. • .• · • · • • · • • • • • • • • 
Once in a while •...• . ......••....•.........••• 
lfever • ..••....••.. . .........•..........•••.••• 
Neglecting home duties 
Often ••. .••...••........••••.... · . · · • • · · · · · · · • 
Once in a while ••.•.••••••••.•.•.•.•••.••••••• 
Never • ..•...•..•.•..••••..•..•••••.•• • • ... • · · • 
Being late for meals 
Often • •.•••••.••••••.•..•••...••••.•.••••.•••• 
Once in a while • ..••••••••.•.••........••....• 
Never • .....•.••..•••....••• • ••..... · · · · • • · • • • • 
St~ing indoors too JllllCh 
Often •. ..•.•..•.•.•.. • •. · .•.•. · · · • • · • · • • · · · • • • 
Once in a while • .................. .. ........... 
Never •.. ....•••..•.••....•..•..... •. •. • ......• 
Other 
Often • .•.....•..••.•....•... · .•....• • . · · . · . · · • 
Onoe in a while • ...•....•..•.....•...... 
Never • •..••.....•.•.•...••....•..•....•.•..••• 
Number 
(2) 
16 
114 
172 
24 
lOJ 
175 
16 
69 
217 
8 
61 
233 
53 
151 
98 
)4 
127 
141 
17 
89 
196 
29 
67 
206 
1 
0 
0 
Per Cent 
(3) 
5.) 
37·7 
57.0 
7·9 
;4.1 
58.0 
5.) 
22.8 
71·9 
2.6 
20.1 
77·3 
17.6 
50.1 
)2.) 
ll.J 
42.1 
46.6 
5.6 
29.2 
65.2 
9.6 
22.2 
68.2 
O.) 
o.o 
o.o 
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Effect of television on school marks.--Tabl e 20 shows the extent 
to wbich television has affected pupils' marks. 
Table 20. Degree to Which Television 
Affects Pupils' Marks 
Degree Number Per Cent 
(1) (2) (3) 
About the saiD8 • •.•••• 279 94.J 
Higher •. ........ . •..• 17 5.5 
!.ower •. ...•. . .••..•• • 6 0.2 
In answer to the question, 11 Due to watching television, are 
your childrens' marks in school higher, lower, or about the same?" 
A majority of parents, (94.J per cent) as shown in Table 20, answered 
by s~ing that television bas no effect on their children's marks, 
17 or 5.5 per cent reported that marks were higher while six or 0.2 
per cent answered by saying that marks were lower. Indications are 
that most parents feel that television bas not affected their chil-
dren1 s marks in school. 
Avoroval of television.-Responses of parents in answer to the 
question "Do you approve of television for your c ldld?" are shown 
in Table 21. 
Oolumn(J) sbows that about the same DWDber of parents sometimes 
approve (47.8 per cen~ and do approve (47.5 per cent) of television 
for their children. Thus, it would appear that even though parents 
raise objection about television programs , television has its 
advantages. 
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Table 21. Approval of Television 
Approval Number Per Cent 
(1) (2) Ci) 
Sometimes •.••• 146 4?.8 
Yes •••.•••• ••• 142 4?.5 
No ••. •••••.• • • 14 4.? 
Development of hobbies.--The question was asked, 11Has your 
child developed new hobbies due to watching televi sion? 11 If the 
answer was 11yes11 they were asked to name the bobbies. ThirtT•eight 
per cent claimed that television had developed new hobbies with the 
following ones being names: stamp collooting, model making, painting 
figu.rines, making and working puppets, airplane building, cooking, 
cartooning and sports. 
Fami~y relationsbip.--In answer to the question, "Has watching 
television brought a closer relationship between you and your child?" 
Table 22 shows that about four out of 10 parents (40.6 per cent) 
reported that television did bring a closer relationship. 
Table 22. Development of a Closer 
Relat ionsb.ip 
Approval Number Per Cent 
== 
~1~ ~2~ ~J~ 
Yes •••••• .•. 124 40.6 
No •••••••••• 95 31.4 
Uncertain ••• 83 28.0 
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As Table 22 shows that 40.6 per cent of the parents report a 
closer relationship since viewing television ani 28 .o per cent of 
the parents feel uncertain it would appear that this medium is 
instrumental in bringing the family together. 
Parents' opinion of' televisiop..--At the ell4 of the question-
naire the parents were asked to make comments on the advantages or 
disadvantages of television. The following is a sampling of the 
opinions expressed: 
"rhe television shows that are being shown at 
present are not very good especially for the yoUDg 
boys and girls as the lack of clothing." 
"I believe that television, like ever,r other step 
towards better living is a fine thing. J3ut, it has to 
be controlled, both by the producers and the individual 
in the home. t1 
11 History in the making is wonderful, but, our type 
of entertainment lacks in moral goodness. The indecency 
of the women's dress and some forms of dancing I have 
seen on the shows are fit for a burlesque, not a show 
that is good to be brought into the home. I cannot see 
bow they will ever control sex crimes as long as our 
nation is exposed to such forms of entertainment, a:ad. 
our youth, our little girls are not safe to walk the 
streets." 
"I am not narrowminded, I love an evening dress 
off the shoulders, love dancing, life to it' s fullest, 
but I like something uplifting, not a show that lowers 
wolllalib.ood. 11 
"I think television is a good pastime for all 
people. Some programs are educational :fbr school 
children. Those who haven't got television are not 
miSsing very IIJllCho II 
"J3eing the parent of four other children, the same 
problems were met with radio with little trouble. J3eing 
progressive I believe that television is, in DU genera-
tion, one of the top inventions in as much as it replaced 
nothing in the home that already served its purpose. l!'or 
the child it undoubted~ has limitless educational values. 11 
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11 I find that certain programs are very educational 
and wish there were more of these." 
Pin the three years that we have had television in 
our home I would say that it bad a tremendous effect on 
all of the family bu.t as time has gone on we have become 
more selective as to what programs we watch. This in-
cludes the child as well as the parents. 1 believe that 
television is a good influe1110e but is not used to great 
advantage such as the possibility of telecasting more 
educational or informational programs. It bas a great 
future in forming public opinion and informing all our 
people if w1 sely used." 
"I think television is a wonderful help to parents, 
it keeps their children bome more, and besides it helps 
the children in their education, alld brings a closer 
union w1 th their parents and children." 
"We find television ver:r entertaining. I think 
it bas added to our family interests." 
"Television stops children from hanging around 
street corners." 
"I think television is a necessity in the home 
when children are reaching teen age as it keeps them 
in the home and parents know just what programs tbey 
are watching. :Baseball should not be televised as it 
spoils time that could be devoted to €J>Od pictures aad 
educational programs." 
"Since we have a television, I've found that tm 
family, as a. whole goes to bed late. We certainly do 
not get as llllch sleep as we did before we bought the 
television." 
•Television is a wnderful invention but it is 
not good for children. Some programs are good but 
otbers are not, tbey are di scusting. My children 
are going to bed too late so now I turn the television 
off at 9::30 so that they will get to bed early am 
talk about homework. The children are neglecting 
to do their homework so I make them do it When they 
come home from school. 11 
"Keeps the family toget:ber. 11 
11 There are too few shows fit for children to see." 
36 
~ 
I 11 I would like less vaudeville am more modesty and more understandable pl!cy's on the Kraft am Pbilco hours. 11 
"I think televieion is good for the Child as far 
as some shows go. 1-lany shows are too vulgar for young 
children." 
"Some of the clothes worn by women on television 
a.re certainly not very good for a child in junior high. 
or even senior high to see." 
11 There should be more teen age programs. 11 
11 We feel that television provides inexpensive enter-
tainment, which, if properly Sllpervi sed can be educational. 
We find that our child finds less reason to be aw~ from 
home, and consequently is under our more constant mper-
vision.11 
"Believe if time can be fannd to telecast such 
programs as recent Senate Committee investigating graft 
and corruption, showing the black sports in a national 
way, something with greater effort should be made in 
televising historical events that really made us a great 
nation." 
11 I think children of kindergarten or those who do 
not go to school learn more, have mch more knowledge 
than they used to before television." 
"Television needs to be censured. More good whole-
some pragrams, and less of the type we see now. More 
programs that will help teach children. 11 
"There are several programs that are meaningless 
to me and my son we turn the television off in d.i sgu.st 
when they come on. It would be well appreciated if they 
were replaced by something more educational or at least 
entertaining and relarlng. 11 
11 Since having television our family sits arwnd the 
living room watching it, commenting and chatting much 
more than we used to .... 
11 I think a child is more interested in a gpod pro-
gram he can watch on television than he would be in the 
same program on the radio. Of course that could be a 
disadvantage too if he were watching a poor program. 11 
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"The advantages of television are many or rather 
could be if programs of a more educational nature were 
televised. American History Dramas would instill in the 
child, not only the knowledge contained in text~ooks, 
but it (American History) would be revealed to him as 
a real and living portrB\Y'al of the hardships and tri-
umphs of our forebears, thus imparting a greater love 
of country than could ever be obtained from mellX)rizing 
long paragraphs from history books. Plays, based on 
works of the great authors, would bring a greater knowl-
edge and love of English Literature. As television is 
still in its infaney, we can look forward to more of this 
type of programs. The disadvantages of television are nil 
if the relationship between parents and child is all it 
should be. n 
The concensus of the parents ap-pears to be tbat television 
has contributed greatly to the entertainment and education of the 
family. Many, however, feel that there should be a greater censor-
ship exercised before presenting programs which laCk culture and 
refinement. 
CHAPTER V 
ANALYSIS OF TEE FU!DINGS OF TEACHER Q.UESTIONNAIRE 
1. Scope of the Chapter 
Content of the chapter.--In the two :previous chapters the 
writer analyzed the meaning of television to the child and the 
parent. In order to get a more complete understanding of the 
educational value of television as it is related to classroom 
work, the writer submitted the qu.estiollllaire, which ts found in 
Appendix A, to 16 teachers. All of the teachers expressed an 
eagerness to :participate a s they were of the opinion that television 
had, in a W8Q', modified tb:l children 1 s attitude abou. t school arid 
education. This chapter treats of the question of television from 
the teacher's point of view. Teachers, in general, have a :profes-
sional obligation to impart knowledge to the child. They also have 
the responsibility of inculcating in the individual child attitudes 
of a moral, emotional, and s:piri tual nature which are necessary 
to prepare him for useful citizenship as an adult. The writer felt 
that the help of teachers was a major factor in gaining a fuller 
understanding of television and its educational implications. 
2. Treatment of Data 
Programs of educatiopff' ya1ue.--In answer to the qu.estion. "Have 
you seen television :programs th8.t. you think would aid in the :pupil's 
school work?" seven or 43.7 :per cent (!)f the teachers claimed they bad. 
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If answering 11yes" the teachers were to continue further by naming 
the programs. Consequently, the following programs were named: The 
Man Witbout a Country, John Cameron Swayze, We The People, Famous 
Jury Trials, Fireside Theater, and The ~iz Kids. 
To tbe question, "Have you ever based a homework assigmnent on 
a television program?" approximately one-third (31.3 per cent) indi-
cated that they had. If the answer was 11yes11 to this question, 
teachers were to check whether the ·results were e:ellent, good, :fair, 
or poor. One teacher in grade eight noted she used the program, The 
Nature of Things with g>od results. Although programs, which were 
used as a basis for assignments, were not mentioned one teacher 
reported excellent results, two EJ)Od results, and tw fair reSllts. 
This would indicate that television may be used effectively as a 
supplement to claseroom118achi:og. To further substantiate this there 
were no results reported as poor. 
Effect of television on rea4ing.--From Table 23 it ~ be seen 
that somewhat Ill)re than one-third (37·5 per cent) of the teachers 
think that their pupils read less since viewing television. About 
one out of every 10 (31.5 per cent) say there is insufficient evi-
dence to judge. A relatively small proportion of teaChers (6.2 per 
cent) sey that the pupils read more while 2.5 per cent of tbe teaChers 
feel that pupils do about the same amount of reading. 
It was interesting to PQte that teachers' opinion differed from 
parent and pupil opinion to a significant d,egree. Whereas lJ.4 per 
cent of the parents and 37·.5 per cent of the teachers feel the children 
; () 
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read less 23.9 per cent of the children themselves say the,y read 
less. About seven per cent of the teachers, parents, and pupils all 
s~ that there is more time devoted to reading since viewing tele-
vision. 
Table 23. Teacher Opinion of Time 
Spent in Readin.g 
Time Number Per Cent 
(1) (2) (j) 
Less ••.. .••.••.. 6 37·5 
Insufficient 
evidence •••••• 5 Jl.J 
Same •••••••.•••• 4 25.0 
More •• .•..•••••• 1 6.2 
Effect of television on the health of the child.--Three-quarters 
of the teachers answering the question, 11 Have you noted ~ consider-
able increase in the number of pupils who appear pcysically tired in 
school as a result of viewing television?" reported that it bad. If 
teachers were of the opinion that television had contributed to this 
health condition they were asked to meke comments. In commenting, 
the teachers reported as follows: 
"Eye-strain aDi exhaustion are quite evident." 
"~oys, particularly, stay up late for sports and 
humorous programs." 
"Pupils have reme.rked that they were tired from 
being up late looking at T.V." 
'I 
11 0n certain days pupils are unable to concentr::tte 
because of T.V., T.V. eyes, etc." 
School prob1 ems accentuated by t ~1_ evision.--An attempt Wt".s made 
t o determil"e whether or not teachers thought that t ~l evision ha d. con-
tributed to various prob1 ems in the c1.assroom. A:p:proximate1y 44 :per 
cent (43.7 :per cent) thought that te1evision had. The remaining 
teachers thought that te1 evi.sion had not contributed to c1 assroom 
:prob, ems. In adding comments teachers noted: 
"Homework undone. Physica,,y exhausted." 
11 Some do not do assignments and, too, on certain 
d.ays they seem to be very tired." 
11 The chi1 dren are tired and not as interested in 
reading materia, from the text." 
11 The children are up J ate and not ab1 e to 1 earn in 
schoo1 . • They see and hear things they shou1dn 1 t know. 11 
"Lack of interest in studies. Pupi}.s interrupt 
c1asswork to d.iscuss :programs." 
11More effort must be made on the :part of the 
teachers than previous1y." 
11 Disci:p1 ine :prob1em. Presentation of matter ha.s 
to b~. definiteJy interesting or ina.ttention resu1ts. 11 
Effect of te1 evtsion on broadening the out1ook of community 
prob,ems.-- Tn a direct QUestion asked about teJevision broadening the 
out1ook of pupi1s to community prob,ems, 48.3 pe r cent of the teachers 
thought that te1evision ~~d, whi1e 56.2 :per cent thought that it had 
not. 
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Effect ef television on class work.--Table 24 shows the extent 
I 
to which television bas contributed to the enrichment of pu.pil ~'- s 1«>rk 
in t be classroom. 
Table 24. Extent to Which Television Has 
Contributed to Pupils' Work in 
Class 
Extent Number Per Cent 
(1) (2) (3) 
Occasionally •••••••.• 11 68.8 
Very often ••.. .. .•. . • 3 18.7 
Seldom or never • ..•• • 2 12.5 
From Table 24 it mq be seen tba.t somewhat more than one-third 
(37•5 per cent) of the teachers think that their pupils read less 
since watching television. About one out of 10 (31.5 per cent) ss;y 
that there is insufficient evidence to judge. A relatively small 
proportion of the teachers (6.2 per cent) s~ the pupils read more 
while one-quaJ."ter feel the.t the pupils read about the same. It was 
interesting to note that all three opinions, teachers', parents', 
and pupils' all dif.fered to a significant degree. Whereas 13.4· per 
cent of the parents and 37.5 per cent of the teachers say the children 
read less, 23.9 pe.r cent of the pupils themselves sey they read less• . 
All agreed to the amount of time that the pupils read more which was 
about seven per cent. 
=-- -- ..=....=- - === --==---------
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~eachers' opinion of television.--At the end of the questionnaire 
the teachers were asked to make comments on the advantages or di sad-
vantages of television. The following is a list which shows the trend 
of teachers' thinking on the subject: 
"Love for reading, good li\erature is diminished. 
It would seem that English and enrichment of vocabulary 
will be neglected. Maey- histOry programs are worth 
while and an advantage to the people." 
"If they had educational programs like T~ Man 
Without A C.ountry, it would be a great advantage to 
the pupils in their school work." 
"~elevision itself Cbuld be used .as an educational 
aid - bu.t most viewers look for amusement-'b:ither than 
knowledge • 11 
"Educational programs are an advantage to the pupils . 11 
"At present television is just a waste of time. 
We hope that as time goes on tm public will be offered 
more elevating programs." 
"I think that television pregrams have some very 
fine advantages - children ha.ve increased interests in 
~ subject mentioned on the television. However, the 
children imitate everything foolish, cop,y faulty diction, 
and incorrect grammar which are a part of some programs." 
"Television can be effectually used as a supplement 
to social studies in the school curriculum, bu.t I do not 
see how it can ever replace the teaching of the three R' s. 
Even in the case of social studies, some supervision is 
necessary to make valid correlation or insure retention. 
~elevision, when controlled, will certainly tend to broaden 
a child 1 s knowled.ie, but does it exercise his intelligence 
and powers of judgement?" 
In sum, the writer is of the opinion that most teachers felt 
that television would aid in the educational growth of tm youth of 
to~ if the programs presented were planned with a definite educ~ 
tional objective in mind. 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. Findings 
---===-==-=--
Returns. --To secc.re data for this study a written que sti onnaire 
was administered to 321 pupils of the seventh, eighth, and ninth 
grades in two parochial junior high schools in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
312 parents and 16 teachers. Twelve returns of the parents were found 
to be useless because of incomplete returns and since seven pupils 
reported that they did not watch television they were not given a 
questionnaire to take home. 
Ana~ysis of data drawn from pupil questionnaire.--Oomparisons of 
the data gathered were made between boys and girls. These results 
'\-tere analyzed, and are as follows: 
1. Of tM total number of pupils questioned, 9?.8 per cent 
watChed television and of that total 71.5 per cent watched television 
at home. 
2. Television bas increased the interests of 72 • .5 per cent 
of the pupils. 
3· Forty-nine and six tenths per cent of the parents chose 
programs the pupils view. 
4. Greatest per cent, 84.1 per cent did homework before watch-
ing television. 
---= == 
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5. Listening time to the radio has decreased 60.9 per cent. 
6. Movies were the only activity affected by television with 
46.6 per cent reporting they gp to the movies less. 
?• Opinion was equally divided as to whet~r television had 
a.ey value in helping w1 th school work. 
8. Very few children named programs that helped them in school. 
Thus, it would appear that television programs are not set up to tie 
in with education. Consequently, not much weight could be given to 
the response that television helped them with homework. 
9. Sixty and five tenths per cent of pupils reported that 
television had given them ideas about future careers while .39.5 per 
cent reported it had not helped them in planning for avocation. 
10. The greatest per cent of pupils (,38.8 per cent) reported that 
television did not interfere w1 th their homework, 29 per cent answered, 
"once in a while, 11 21.9 per cent reported 11 never, 11 and 10 • .3 per cent 
claimed television never interfered with homework. 
11. Forty-three per cant of the pupils reported that their 
parent never complained that television interfered with homework. 
12. In reporting preference of programs Texaco Star Theater 
ranked first in importance in enjoyment for both boys and girls. 
Following Texaco Star Theater and the Comedy Hour for boys are: 
sports, Camel News Caravan and the Ken Mu.rr~ Show, and for the girls: 
Firesied Theater, the Ken Murray Show, and Phil co Theater. 
14. Of the total number of children reporting, 74.1 per cent 
admitted that some types of programs were boring. :Boys reported that 
Artl:m.r Godfrey's program was most boring while g1 rls reported 
46 
I 
-- i --
:Broad,.,ay Open House. Indications at this level were that pu.ppet 
ahows were boring to 'both boys and girls. 
15. Sixty-six and two tenths per cent of the pupils reported 
the amount of time they spent in reading had not been affected 
since viewing television. 
A;p.alysis am data drawn from_p~ent questionnaire.--
1. Parents indicated that 75•7 per cent of their children 
watched television at home. 
2. Sixty-seven and five tenths pe'r cent of the parents chose 
programs their children viewed • 
.3· The average viewing time from Mondey through Frid.q was 
two and one tenth hours, Saturd~ two and nine tenths hours, am 
SUlld.8i9" three hours. 
4. Seventh-three and four tenths per cent of the parents did 
not think their children viewed television too much • 
.5. Seventh-seven aDd eight tenths of the parents reported their 
children spent about the same amount of time reading magazines since 
viewing television. An equal amount of parents (81.4 per cent) 
reported tbeir children spent about the same amount of time reading 
books and newspapers. 
6. In reporting programs allegedly af educational value, the 
Q.uiz Kids ranked firs followed by John Cameron Sw~ze, We the People, 
Spelling Bee, and Zoo Parade. 
7. Parentsstated that radio am movies were the only activities 
II 
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appreciably affected by television. Of those parents 57 per cent 
tba.t their children listened to the radio less than before, while 
per cent said their children frequent the movies less. All other 
social. activities appeared to be unaffected. 1 
8. Findings from the parent questionnaire show that 50.1 per I 
cent of the parents have a greater problem once in a while in getting 
their children to gp to bed due to watching television, and 42.1 per 
cent said their children were neglecting home duties once in a. while. 
Television aggravated other disciplinary problems reported, but to a 
lesser degree in comparison to the aforementioned. 
9. Ninety-four and tbree tenths per cent of t be parents felt 
I 
that television bad not affected their child s marks in school. 
10. Forty-seven and eight tenths per cent of the parents approved 
television some of the time, 47.5 per cent reported complete approval, 
and 4. 7 per cent did not approve. 
11. Greatest zm.mber of parents, 40.6 per cent reported that 
television had brought a. closer relationship between them and their 
children. 
12. In commenting on television parents said that television 
helped to keep their family together; helped them to know where 
their children were; was of educational val.ue if controlled; but 
kept the children up late nights • 
.AnaJ.ysis and data drawn from teacher gueatio:nna.il'e.--
1. Of the total IIW!lber of teachers reporting 43.? per cent 
did not think there were television pro grams which would aid in their 
pupils 1 school work. 
2. Seventy-five per cent of the teachers reported tmt pupils 
appeared p~sically tired as a result of viewing television. 
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3• Sixty-eight am eight tenths per cent said that television 
bad occasionally contributed to the enric:hment of pupils' wrk in 
the classroom. 
4. Fifty-six and two tenths per cent of the teachers did not 
feel television had contributed to vari~s classroom problems. 
5· Of the total IIIlJilber of teachers reporting 68.7 per cent 
felt that television bad interfered with completion of p11pils 1 home-
work. 
2. Suggested Studies for :rurther Research 
1. A stu~ to compare the viewing habits of junior high 
school :pupils with senior high school pupils. 
2. A study of the viewing habits of a group having viewed 
television for less than one year with a group that has watched 
television for more t~ five year1. 
3· A study to determine if there is any relationship between 
I • Q,. and programs viewed. 
4. A study' of programs to determine the vocabulary a person 
requires to understand various programs. 
5. Study units based on television pr!llgrams which present 
scenes of the world of work. 
6. A study to determine to what extent the chi1dren inf,uence 
peren~1 e~swPrs to questionnaires. 
7. A study to show reasons for discrepancies in teacher judgments 
versus those of others. 
of behavior chrunges --i.e., do the 
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chi1dren have eyestrain or get 1ess s1eep? 
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TEiiEVISION SURVEY 
Teacher Questionnaire 
Grade __ ? _ __.8 _ __,9 
1. Have you seen television programs that you think would aid in the 
pupi1 1 s school work? 
__ ..Myes 
_ ____.no 
If 11yes" please name t he p rograms. __________ ____ _ 
2. Have you ever based a homework assignment on a television program? 
__ _.,yes 
___ no 
If 11yes 11 were the results: 
_excellent 
__ J;:Jgood 
_fair 
__ ....z:poor 
3· To what extent has television affected the amount of outside 
supplementa,ry reading completed by pupils? 
_ ___.read more 
__ ..Jread less 
__ ...:read about the same 
---...:insufficient evidence to judge 
4. Eave you noted aey considerable increase in the number of pupils 
who appear pP~sically tired in school as a result of viewing 
television? 
__ _.,yes 
__ _,no 
Please comment. ________________________________________ __ 
I 
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5. To what extent has television contributed to the enrichment of 
pupils' work in the classroom? 
___ very often 
____ occasionally 
__ ....~eeldom or never 
6. From your observation does it appear that television has contri-
buted to various classroom problems? 
__ ....,;)yes 
__ _.no 
If "yes 11 please comment. ___________________ _ 
7. Do you feel that television has broadened the outlook of pupils 
on community problems which they mey- face as time goes on? 
__ ,.yes 
__ _.no 
8. ~ yau believe that television has interfered to a significant 
degree with the completion of homework of your pupils? 
__ -o~yes 
----=no 
9. Please add azr:! additional comment you wish to make en the 
advantages or disadvantages of television. 
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TELEVISION SURVEY 
Parent Questionnaire 
I f y0u arc the childis father 
__ 7 mothe r 
-8 I n '"Jhat grade is your child 
--
_9 
Please ~vri te the number of other children .you have in grades 
_7 8 _9 
1. Does your child watch television? 
yes 
no 
2. Please check the place in which y our child watches television 
at home 
at a n e i e hbor 1 s home 
at a stc~e disp l ay 
a t a r e l a t ive's h ome 
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at a club or y outh ore;anization (YM, YW, Boys' Club etc.) 
3. Who selects the program? 
- - ·-
a parent 
the child 
brothe r or sister 
other person , pl e ase sta t e who 
4. On the averag e , how many hours a day does your child wa tch tele vision~ 
li!londay through Friday 
Sat urday 
Sur.iday 
hours 
hours 
hours 
5. Do you think your child spends too much time vm tchine; t e levision? 
___ yes 
no 
some times 
6 Since your child b e gan wa tching t e l e vi sion does he d e vote more, less 
or the same amount of tiJne r eading the follovJing? 
Ne·wspap e rs 
Magaz ines 
Books 
more l ess same 
7. Please name the prograrns that you think a id :!.n your child r s work in 
school? , 
l. 
2. 
J. 
4. 
s. 
6. 
. . · 
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8 ~ Since your child began '.'vatching tel evision does he devote more, less 55 
or the samE; amount of time to the follmving ac ti vi tics? 
Hobby 
Radio 
Outdoo~ activities 
Movi e s 
Sports 
Church activities 
Entertaining 
Dancing 
Otho r (pl e ase name) 
more less same 
-
9. Check the ex tent to which television has contributed to each of 
the follow~ng ~inds of problems. 
Disob eying parents 
Failure to b eg in homewbrk 
without prodding 
Failing to complete homework 
Often 
Negl e ct of fri ends and -----
companions 
Going to b ed l a te 
Neglecting homo duti e s 
Being late for meals 
Staying indoors too much 
Other probl ems, n&ue it: 
Once in a while 
10. Due to wa t ching t e l e vision, are your child's marks in school? 
___ higher 
lowe r 
about the same 
11. Do y ou approve of tel e vision for your child? 
---
yes 
no 
for certain programs only 
Never 
12. Has your child developed n ew hobbies due to watchinc t e levision? 
y o s 
no 
I f y e s, please name it 
13. Has watching television brought a closer relationship between 
you and your child? 
yes 
___ . no 
unc e rtain 
Please adcl any comment you wi sh to make on the a dvantag e s or disadvan-
tag e s of t e l e vision on the other side of this sheet of pap e r. 
' 
.APPENDIX C 
TELEVISION SURVEY 
May 29, 1951 
Dear Parent, 
The School Department is vitally interested in 
your child. Vlith the coming of television, we arc 
aware of the fact that many changes have taken place 
in your child's study habits and leisure time acti-
vities. In order to discover what these changes 
are, we are asking your cooperationi 
Each pupil in the junior high school has been 
given a questionnaire to take home . Would you be 
kind enough to check the quest ions and r e turn it 
t o the school as soon as possible. 
If the questionnaire is checked by the father; 
please check "father"; if it is checked by the mother; 
please che ck ''mother" and if it is checked by both 
mother and father, please check "mother" and nfather"• 
If you have more than one child in junior high school, 
please fill out a questionnaire for each child. 
This study will be of 
cooperation is r e ce ived. 
used by me for a Masters 
but will be available to 
value only if complete 
The findings are being 
Degree at Boston University 
any one who is interested. 
I shall be very grateful for your assistance, 
AM/abp 
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APPENDIX D ( SHEET I) 
GOFF JUNIOR H IGH SCHOOL TELEVISION SURVEY 
To be filled out by the pupil 
Please check: boy g i rl 
l. (a) Do you wat c h t e l e v i sion i n your home? 
y es 
no 
Grade 
(b) If "no" do y ou wat ch t e l evi s i on someplace else? 
yes 
no 
7 
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8 9 
(c) If you watch t elevi s i on at s ome place other than your home, p l ease check wh e r e < 
at a ne i ghbor ' s home 
--at a store display 
--at a relative 1 s home 
--at a club or youth organization(Y. M. , Y. W . , Boys 1 C l ub , e t c . ) 
--at a fri end ' s home 
--at any o ther place, where? 
--------------~-------------------
2 . What d i fferent channe l s do y ou watch? 
3 . Do you think t e l evi s ion has increased your interests 1n events out s i de of h o m e 
and schoo l ? 
yes 
no 
4 . Who selects the majority of p r ograms whi ch you see? 
yourself 
-----y our parent s 
---your ne i ghbor or p l ace other than those mentioned 
--- -your b r o ther or s i s t er 
5 . Wh en do y ou do your homework? 
before wat chi ng t elevisi on 
--after watchi ng t elevi s i on 
--between televis i on shows 
--befor e going to school· 
6 .. Si nce watching t elevi s i on do y o u listen to the radio? 
more than befo r e 
---about t he same 
--much less 
-----hardly ever 
7 .. 
APPENTII X D ( SHEETII) 
Si nce v i ewing televi sion do you devote more, less, or the same amount o f tim e 
t o the· followi ng activities? 
outdoor exercise 
going to the movies 
sport attendance 
church activities 
· scout activities 
Y . M . or Y . W . activities 
. dancing 
extra curricula activities 
more less same 
8 . Do you think television has been an aid in helping you with school work? 
yes 
no 
If "yes" please give some examples of how programs have helped you: 
9 . If possible, name a television program that you think would help you in the 
following subjects : 
Science Social Studies 
English Home Economics 
-------------------------
Music Gym 
------~--------------- ------------------------------
Shop ______________________ __ Mathematics 
----------------------
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10 . Has television given you any new ideas about kinds of work in which you might w i s h 
to become employed later? 
yes 
no 
1 . Do you think television interferes with completion of your homework? 
oft en 
-one e i n a while 
...___seldom 
never · 
-
12 . When d i d you say you did your homework? 
API)E:tiTHX ]) ( SHEET III) 
13 . Have y o u r parents ever t old you that they believe television int erfe r es w ith doi ng 
your homework? 
often 
once in a while 
--seldom 
never 
59 
14 . Please number , i n order of preference, the five(5} types of programs you e n j o y mos ' : .. 
comedy 
---discussion programs 
--plays 
---feature films 
---western fi lms 
---myst ery shows 
news p r ograms 
---quiz shows - gi veaways 
---sport events 
---vari e ty shows 
---classical music 
-popular mus i c 
--puppet shows 
--(other type y o u may prefer 
---------------------------------~--
15 . Please li st , i n order of preference, by star ' s name or name of program, progr a m s 
which you enjoy most . 
l. 4. 
--------------------------
2. 5 . 
-------------------------
3 . 6. 
16 . Have some types of p r ograms become bori ng to you? 
yes 
no 
If "yes" p l ease li s t b y s tar ' s name or by name of program. 
1. 4 . 
5 . 
3 . 6 . 
---------------------------
17 . To what degree h as t elevi s i on affected the amount of time which you devote t o read i Eg 
read more 
---read less 
---read about t h e same 
1. 
2. 
-------=-= 
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